Attendance Update

What is Educational Neglect?

The Department for Education (DfE) has stated, ‘persistent failure to send children to school is a clear
sign of neglect”. The NSPCC has said, ‘failure to ensure regular school attendance which prevents the
child reaching their full potential academically’ is one of their six forms of neglect.

The description from the Department for Education and NSPCC of what Neglect is: "The persistent

failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological needs, likely to result in the serious
impairment of the child’s health or development’. Development being both physical and academic

progress.

What the Data tells us

There is a clear link between a child’s attendance and their rate of academic progress. Children who
are absent from school more frequently, have much lower cutcomes than those of their peers who
attend every day despite their level of learning or additional needs.

Research shows there is a clear association between regular absence from school and extra-familial
harms. This means that the children who are persistently absent/mostly out of school have a higher
rate of involvement in criminality such as gang violence and knife crime.

Indicators

- Parent(s) consistently failing in maintaining schooling or getting their child into a school.
- Parent(s) failing to engage in school meetings to address attendance concerns.
- Parent(s) unable to provide substantiated reasons for absences from school.

- Parent(s) not engaging in suggestions to improve attendance.

Parents failure to prevent children from becoming persistently absent (PA)- (below 50%
attendance)
- Parents “can’t” rather than won't enforce boundaries and routines.

- Child refusal to attend school / adhere to parental boundaries.

- Impact of adverse childhood experiences or multiple moves (school / addresses)




What WE need to do and why

- Consider educational neglect if we become aware of persistent and/or severe absence from

school. This can include any unauthorised absences, persistently late (over 30minutes) and
holidays taken during term time.
Demonstrate professional curiosity in relation to children not in school including those who are
electively home educated or not on roll.
- Challenge parents and carers as to why children are not in / attending school.

Build relationships with parents and maintain regular contact throughout prolonged absence to
ensure the safety and well-being of the child and parent through email, text and video calling.
Consider how to resolve the absence from school. E.g. Meeting with parents, screen to check for
emotionally based school avoidance, seek advice from the school nursing team, the school
attendance support service or offer Early Help to families who may need some additional
support alongside attendance.

We know that school attendance can be a controversial topic and we fully understand parents
frustrations at the ever changing rules around this. We want to thank you for your continued
support around attendance as we cannot do this without you, our fantastic parents. We want your
children to be in school, happy and ready to learn. We are here to help you overcome any obstacle
that makes getting your children in, a challenge. We want all the children to experience all the lovely
rewards we hawve in place for regular attendance like the ice cream man, the magician, bouncy
castles, pool parties, movie afternoons and much, much, more. We always look to the children for
suggestions of how to celebrate them in the best way and the children really do enjoy being a part
of making that happen.

Message from PC Shendy Blakemore:
Dear Parents,

It's that time of year again where we will soon be enjoying celebrations including Halloween, Diwali and Bonfire night. Children and young
people will break up from school this week and whilst this provides an opportunity for families and friends to spend some enjoyable time

know where your child is going, who they are with and what they are doing.
Fireworks provide wonderful entertainment as part of an organised display. They can, however, be very dangerous when used inappropriately.

remind your child of this: any child or young person found in possession of, or letting off firewaorks in public commits a criminal offence. More
importantly, they also place themselves and members of the public in unnecessary danger.

Also, please be mindful of the vulnerable members of our community who may be fearful at this time of year. | would ask you to ensure that
your child does not cause unnecessary distress through their actions, whether by involving themselves in anti-social behaviour or associating
with those engaging in such behaviour.

Thank you for you continued support.




